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                              GOZO COLLEGE 

                                   SECONDARY SCHOOL 
   Half Yearly Exams 2017 - 2018 

  

 

 

YEAR 9                                           ENGLISH                                   TIME: 2 hours  
 

 

Name: _____________________________________Class: _______________ 
 
 

 
Oral Assessment Listening Comprehension Written Paper TOTAL 

    

 
SECTION A – LANGUAGE                                                          15 marks 
 

A: Fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb.  The first one has been 

done for you.                                         (5 marks) 
 

A:  How long have you lived (live) here in Seville?   

B: I (1) ____________________ (move) here two years ago. 

A:  And when (2) ____________________________ (start) working at this school? 

B: Oh, I (3) ___________________________ (work) here for ten months now. 

A:  Could you already speak Spanish when you (4) ____________________ 

(arrive)? 

B:  No, I couldn’t.  I (5) ____________________ (study) French when I was at 

school.  But I can speak it quite well now. 

 

                                                     *********** 

It’s my sister’s birthday and she (6) ____________________ 

(have) a party tonight.  We (7)__________________ (go) 

round to her house at eight o’ clock this evening. She usually (8) 

_______________________ (not celebrate) her birthday, but 

this one is special because she’s thirty!  After class today I’m 

going into town (9)___________________ (buy) her a present.  I think I (10) 

_________________ (get) her some CDs because she really likes music 

Track 2 
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B: Choose the right preposition to complete the instructions below.  Some 

prepositions can be used more than once.         
                                                                                     (5 marks) 

 

        up       on        during        in         before       off      away          to             

 
Please switch (1) ______________ your mobile phones (2) ______________  the 

examination room. Then fill (3) _____________ the information (4) ______________ 

the front of the answer paper. If you have any questions, please put (5) 

_____________ your hand. You cannot speak (6) _____________ other candidates 

(7) _____________the exam. When you’ve finished, hand (8) _____________ all 

your answer papers. You mustn’t throw (9) _____________ any answer papers. Do 

not leave your places   (10) ____________________ the end of the examination.  

 

 

C:  Complete the text with ONE suitable word. The first one has been done for 
you.                                                                                                       (5 marks) 

 
New York City is (1) one of the largest cities in the world. It is (1) ______________ 

one of the most densely populated, with an estimated 8 million inhabitants.  

Manhattan is the most popular (2) _________________ of New York and has many 

interesting sights.  There is also a large (3) __________________ of businesses in 

this area of the city, including the head offices of (4) ________________ of the 

world’s leading companies.  New York’s subway system provides transport for more 

(5) _____________ a third of the city’s workforce.  New York is also regarded (6) 

_____________ the centre of entertainment.  Broadway is the scene of many box-

office hits.  With (7) ____________ 

choice of food, and entertainment than 

(8) _____________ other city, it is (9) 

_____________ wonder that people flock 

to New York to experience (10) 

_________________ in the Big Apple. 
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SECTION B: READING COMPREHENSION                         20 marks 

 
Read the passage which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the 

questions below.   
            

1. Are the following TRUE (T) or FALSE (F)? Write the correct answer and give a 
reason from the passage.                                                                  6 marks
                                

a) Many people think that the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides are outdated. _______     

    because _________________________________________________________  

b) The Boy Scouts were founded more than a century ago.                   _______                   

    because ___________________________________________________________ 

c) Powell was an English army general when he founded the Boy Scouts.     _______ 

    because __________________________________________________________ 

d) The original Scouts had to learn to co-operate.                                       _______                                    

     because __________________________________________________________ 

e) Not all young people could join the Boy Scouts.                                      _______                         

    because ___________________________________________________________ 

f) Scout groups are still for boys only.                                                        _______                                       

    because ___________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What do the following refer to in the passage?                                     3 marks 

 

a) its (line 2)  - __________________________________________________ 

b) who (line 7) - _________________________________________________ 

c) They (line 11)  - ________________________________________________ 

d) they (line 29) - ________________________________________________ 

e) which (line 32)  - ______________________________________________ 

f) the country (line 40) - __________________________________________ 

 

3. Find words from line 6 to 27 which mean the same as the following.          3 marks                                  
                        

a) set up  

b) pensioned off  

c) trips   

d) uncommon   

e) deal with   

f) not accepting everybody   
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4. List 2 things that Powell’s original Scouts had to do?                                  1 mark   

 i. ____________________________ ii. ______________________________                                        

5. Which value did the scouts and guides have to learn?   Explain in your own words 
what it means.                                                                                    2  marks   
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

6. Write down 2 places which troops are still attached to nowadays?               1 mark                               

i. ____________________________ ii. ______________________________ 

 

7. Why hasn’t the name ‘Girl Guides’ changed to just ‘Guides’?                       1 mark      

__________________________________________________________________                                             

 

8. Explain in your own words the Scouts and Guides have always moved with the 
times (line 42).                                                                                      2 marks  
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                

9. Choose a suitable title for the passage from the list below:                       1 mark                               

a) Scouting around the world. 

b) Scouting; then and now. 

c) What people think of scouting.  

SECTION C: LITERATURE  

Part I - Unprepared Text: Poetry                    10 marks  
Read the following poem and answer the questions below. 

 

This is the tale of a river so wide, 

That grew from a streamlet upon a hillside, 

It bubbled and gurgled and on its way leapt 

Right over a rock and then on it crept 

Between grassy banks, where it talked to the flowers 

Of warm breezes and soft showers. 

It flowed through a meadow where cows came to drink, 

And where weeping willows grew on its brink.  

It came to a mill and turned the wheel round 

Which helped the good miller’s fine wheat to be ground. 

But soon the broad river swept round a big bend 

And said to itself, “Why, this is the end”. 

It seemed really pleased and it sparkled with glee  

As it poured its glad water right into the sea.                                       

 

Faith Sherman 
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Underline the correct answer.  

1a In the poem the river appears sad/ indifferent/ happy.                           (1 mark)   

  b. Quote two words to sustain your answer.                                             (1 mark)  

  i. __________________________   ii. _____________________________ 

 

2. The poet compares the river to a human.                                                

    a. This figure of speech is called  _________________________.             (1 mark)    

    b. Quote an example. ____________________________________.  (1 mark)

  

3. “Bubbled” and “gurgled” are examples of ___________________.          (1 mark) 

4. Find an example of alliteration in the poem.                                            (1 mark)  

    ________________________________________________________________ 

5.  Find two words in the poem that suggest movement.           (1 mark) 

i._______________________      ii._________________________      

6. Write the rhyme scheme for this poem.                                                 (1 marks)  

________________________________________________________________ 

7. Comment on the rhythm of the poem. Is it slow or fast? What does it reflect?  

                                                                                                         (2 marks) 
   __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part II - Unprepared Text:  PROSE                                                        10 marks 
Read this extract and answer all the questions. 

 

 

All the boys and the girls of Harmony Village were out enjoying the first good snow of 

the season. The cold bit through their coats. One smooth path led into the meadow 

and it is here that the children met. As they relaxed, they amused themselves with 

criticising their friends who were coming down the slope on their sledge.  

“Here comes Frank, looking as solemn as a judge,” cried one. Frank was a tall fellow 

of fourteen, who never smiled or laughed.  

“Here’s Molly Loo and Little Loo. Little Loo’s face looks like a full moon over Molly’s 

shoulder,” sang out another; and down came a girl carrying a small boy behind her.  

“There’s giant George!” A boy whizzed by. It looked almost as if his heels were at the 

top of the hill when his head was at the bottom!  

“Hey, Ed! You’re a pig!” shouted one of the girls. All the others burst out laughing. 

“Clear the track for beastly Boris!” sang the boys, who had nasty nicknames for nearly 

everyone. 

A sudden cry. The children stopped laughing. A shout.  
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1. Is this passage written in the first person or the third person narrative?    (1 mark) 

    __________________________________________________________________          

 

2. “The cold bit through their coats.”  

This is an example of a ________________________________          (1 mark) 

3. “Here comes Frank, looking as solemn as a judge” is an example of ____________ 

What does it tell us about his character?                                               (2 marks) 

_________________________________________________________________ 

4. Quote an example of a metaphor.                                                          (1 mark) 

      _________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. a) Underline the correct answer. 

The children are friendly / mean / aggressive.                               (1 mark) 

 

     b) Quote a sentence / part of a sentence to justify your answer.               (1 mark) 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What kind of effect does the writer want to create with these two short sentences, 

“A sudden cry.” and “A shout.”?                                                                                           (1 mark) 

Underline the correct answer: 

a. happiness  

b. suspense  

c. boredom                    

 

7.  What is the setting to the story? Think about place and time of year.     (2 marks) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________
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SECTION D – COMPOSITION 

 
Write between 150-200 words on ONE of the following: 

 
1. Write a short story for your school magazine ending with the words:  

 We were very lucky that Lisa had borrowed auntie’s mobile phone. 

 

2. Last Saturday you were eating out at a very expensive restaurant to celebrate 

your mother’s birthday.  The whole experience was disappointing.  Write a letter 

of complaint to the manager of the restaurant, telling him why you were not 

satisfied and asking for compensation. Write to Mr. Karl Zammit at Best in Town, 

High Street, Mellieha.  

 

3. Write an email to a friend telling her all about a concert you attended last Friday. 

               

To:  

From:   

Subject:  

 

                                                             

  

Composition title no:  ____                                                          Total: 25 marks 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                    

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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